
Restoring the Lacey Lady to fly again!  

MISSION LOG 

www.B17Alliance.com  

B-17 Alliance Museum & Restoration Hangar  

3278 25th St. SE, Salem, OR. 97302  

B-17 Alliance Museum 

& Restoration Hangar 

Tours 971-803-2428 

The Historic Salem 

McNary Airfield 

3278 25th St. SE,    Sa-

lem, OR. 97302 

OPEN 

Tuesday, Thursday & 

Saturdays 

10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Last call for tours:  

3:30 pm  

 

Tour Guides NEEDED 

we will teach you!   

Paul Payne loves be-

ing a Docent.  A WWII 

Bombardier, Paul has 

enthusiastically 

shared his knowledge 

of  WWII history for 

tours at the B-17 Alli-

ance Museum since 

its opening in 2015  

Crowds gathered to meet the crew of the Flying Legends B-17 Sentimental Jour-

ney & B-25 Maid in the Shade.   

ñHappy Hourò celebrated the Lacey Ladyôs 75th anniversary and the arrival of the 

Flying Legends Tour.  Together we honored the American Spirit that brought us 

to victory all week long!  Visit B17Alliance.com/events to stay up to date on our 

events.      Preservation -  Education - Inspiration 
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/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΗ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗ  

There are many individuals who donate regularly and provide the necessary funding to sustain B-17 Alliance.   It is with 

gratitude that we thank all of our donors, the people who make it possible for our organization to Honor the American Spirit 

every day.  We do this through the preservation of history, education of generations and inspirational outreach.  It is our desire 

to revive the victorious American spirit that built our country into what it is today through the work that we do.    Our work would 

not be possible without strong community financial support at many levels.  Thank you to everyone who helps make our goals 

become reality. 
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In 2017 Lee Nielson began the disas-

sembly of what we refer to as ñWing 

ONEò.    

This began with the removal of many 

elaborate accessory components 

including air duct systems, the Tokyo 

fuel tanks, landing gear and even a 

Ball Mason Jar that was used as an 

overflow for the battery.    

The outer skins, corrugated sheet 

metal and numerous rib structures 

were removed until in Dec. of 2021 all 

that remained was the Spar section.  

The spar is the strength of the wing.  

It is an important piece it carries the 

load for the wing structure.  Inspec-

tion has been a challenge through the 

pandemic, but teams found innova-

tive ways to continue on and over-

come delays. 

George McClellan is a volunteer.  He 

owned his own Vintage Aircraft Res-

toration shop.  George has generous-

ly donated his time and expertise.  He 

will take over  the restoration of Wing 

�������d�Z�����>�������Ç���>�����Ç���Z���•���š�Z�����o�}�Á���•�š��
�G�]�P�Z�š�� �Z�}�µ�Œ�•�� �~�ð�ì�•�� �}�(�� ���v�Ç�� ��-�í�ó�� �]�v��
���Æ�]�•�š���v�����X�� �� ��-�í�ó�� ���o�o�]���v������ �Á�}�Œ�l�•��
�����Œ�}�•�•�� �š�Z���� �v���Ÿ�}�v�� �Á�]�š�Z�� �‰���Œ�š�v���Œ�•��
�š�}�� ���}�o�o�����}�Œ���š���� ���v���� �•�Z���Œ����
�l�v�}�Á�o�����P���X�� �� �t���� �Z���À���� �‰�Œ�}�À�]��������
�‰���©���Œ�v�•�� ���v���� �]�v�•�]�P�Z�š�� �(�}�Œ�� �}�š�Z���Œ��
�Œ���•�š�}�Œ���Ÿ�}�v���‰�Œ�}�i�����š�•�X�����K�µ�Œ�����Œ���Á�•��
�.�v���� �‰�}�•�]�Ÿ�À���� ���]�•���}�À���Œ�]���•�� �����]�o�Ç��
�š�Z���š�� ���}�v�.�Œ�u�� �Z���Œ��
�����]�o�]�š�Ç���š�}���G�Ç�X������ 
�������d�Z�]�•�� �t�}�Œ�o���� �t���Œ��
�/�/�� ��-�í�ó�'�� �Á���•��
�G�}�Á�v�� �š�}�� �K�Œ���P�}�v��
�]�v�� �í�õ�ð�ó�� �Á�Z���v��
�‰���š�Œ�]�}�Ÿ�•�u�� �Á���•�� ���š��
�]�š�•�� �Z���]�P�Z�š�X�� �� �^�Z����
�Á���•�� ���� �(���u�}�µ�•��
�o���v���u���Œ�l�� �(�}�Œ�� �v�����Œ�o�Ç�� �ó�ì�� �Ç�����Œ�•�U��
���v�����•�Z�����]�•���}�v�����}�(���(���Á���Œ���š�Z���v���ñ�ì��
��-�í�ó�[�•�� �]�v�� �š�Z���� �Á�}�Œ�o���X�� �� ���� �u���P�v���š��
�(�}�Œ�� �À���š���Œ���v�•�U�� �]�š�� ���������u���� ���À�]�����v�š��
�š�Z���š�� �š�Z�]�•�� ���]�Œ���Œ���L�� �Z������ ���� ���]�P�P���Œ��
�‰�µ�Œ�‰�}�•���X�� �� �d�Z�]�•�� ���µ�š�Ç�� �‰�Œ�}�u�‰�š������
�š�Z���� ���}�u�����Œ�� �(���u�]�o�Ç�U�� �� �š�}�� �����P�]�v�� ����
�i�}�µ�Œ�v���Ç�� �š�}�� �‰�Œ���•���Œ�À���� �š�Z�]�•�� �‰�]��������
�}�(�� ���u���Œ�]�����v�� �Z�]�•�š�}�Œ�Ç�� �š�}�� �����µ�����š����
�P���v���Œ���Ÿ�}�v�•�X�� �� �d�Z���� �>�������Ç�� �>�����Ç�� �]�•��
�š�Z���������v�š���Œ�‰�]���������(�}�Œ�������t�t�/�/�������µ�r
�����Ÿ�}�v�� �����v�š���Œ�� �š�Z���š�� �Z�}�v�}�Œ�•�� �š�Z����
���u���Œ�]�����v���•�‰�]�Œ�]�š�����À���Œ�Ç�������Ç�X���� 
�������/�v�� �í�õ�ð�ó�� �}�v�� ���� �¨�ñ�X�ì�ì�� �����š�U�� ���Œ�š��
�>�������Ç�� �G���Á�� �Z�]�•�� �&�o�Ç�]�v�P�� �&�}�Œ�š�Œ���•�•��
�(�Œ�}�u�� ���o�š�µ�•�U�� �K�l�o���Z�}�u���� �š�}�� �����r
���}�u���� �š�Z���� �o���P���v�����Œ�Ç�� ���}�u�����Œ��
�'���•�� �^�š���Ÿ�}�v�� ���o�}�v�P�� �š�Z���� �^�•�µ�‰���Œ�_��
�Z�Á�Ç���]�v���D�]�o�Á���µ�l�]���U���K�Z�X�������µ�Œ�]�v�P������
�š�}�µ�Œ�� �}�(�� �š�Z���� ��-�í�ó�� ���o�o�]���v������ �D�µ�•���r
�µ�u�U�� �P�µ���•�š�•�� �P���š�� ���� �P�o�]�u�‰�•���� �]�v�š�}��
�š�Z�]�•���/�v���Œ�����]���o���� �:�}�µ�Œ�v���Ç�����v���� �š�Z����
�µ�v�]�‹�µ���� ���v�š�Œ���‰�Œ���v���µ�Œ�� �š�Z���š�� �š�Z����
�o���š�������Œ�š���>�������Ç���Á���•�X���������µ�����š�}�����Œ�š�[�•��

�����š���Œ�u�]�v���Ÿ�}�v�� ���v���� ���}�µ�Œ���P����
���v���� �š�Z���� ���}�u�����Œ�� �(���u�]�o�Ç�[�•�� �P���v�r
���Œ�}�•�]�š�Ç�U���š�Z�]�•����-�í�ó�����Æ�]�•�š�•���š�}�������v�r
���.�š���š�Z�������}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�Ç�X������ 
�����������•�� ���v�� ���]�Œ�Á�}�Œ�š�Z�Ç�� �Œ���•�š�}�Œ���Ÿ�}�v�U��
�•�Ç�•�š���u���Ÿ���� �‰�Œ�}�������µ�Œ���•�� �Z���À����
���v���� ���Œ���� �����]�v�P�� �����À���o�}�‰�����X����
���Œ���Á�� �o���������Œ�•�� �•�š�Œ���š���P�]�Ì���� �����]�o�Ç�X������
�^�����]�v�P���Z���Œ���G�Ç���]�•�������•�š�Œ�}�v�P���u�}�Ÿ�r
�À���š�}�Œ�� �(�}�Œ�� �•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š���Œ�•�U�� �À�}�o�µ�v�r
�š�����Œ�•�����v�������Œ���Á�•�X���� 
�������W�Œ�]�}�Œ���š�}���u�}�À�]�v�P���š�}���š�Z�����^���o���u��
���]�Œ�‰�}�Œ�š�U�� �� ��-�í�ó�� ���o�o�]���v������ �(�}�Œ�u������
���� ���}���Œ���� �}�(�� ���]�Œ�����š�}�Œ�•�� �Á�Z�}��
�Á�}�Œ�l������ �����Z�]�v���� �š�Z���� �•�����v���•�� �š�}��
�P���š�� �š�Z���� ���v�Ÿ�Œ���� �>�������Ç�� �>�����Ç�� �}�µ�š��

�}�(�� �š�Z���� �Á�����š�Z���Œ�U��
���}�v�Ÿ�v�µ���� �š�Z����
�Œ���•�š�}�Œ���Ÿ�}�v�� ���v����
���Æ�‰���v���� �š�Z���� �u�µ�r
�•���µ�u�X�� �d�Z���� �����o�o��
�d�µ�Œ�Œ���š�� �Á���•�� �Œ���r
�•�š�}�Œ������ ���v���� �‰�Œ���r
�‰���Œ���š�}�Œ�Ç�� �Á�}�Œ�l��
���}�v�Ÿ�v�µ���•�� �}�v��
�š�Z�������]�o���Œ�}�v�•�����v����

���v�P�]�v���•�X�� �� ��-�í�ó�� ���o�o�]���v������ ���•�š�����r
�o�]�•�Z������ ���� �‰�Œ�}�š�}���}�o�� �����Œ�o�Ç�� �}�v�� �š�}��
���µ�]�o���� ���µ�•�]�v���•�•�� �Œ���o���Ÿ�}�v�•�Z�]�‰�•��
���v�����‰���Œ�š�v���Œ���Á�]�š�Z�����Œ�����]���o�����]�v���]�r
�À�]���µ���o�•�� ���v���� ���}�Œ�‰�}�Œ���Ÿ�}�v�•��
���Œ�}�µ�v���� �š�Z���� �v���Ÿ�}�v�� �š�}�� �‰�Œ�}�u�}�š����
���}�u�u�}�v�� �À�]�•�]�}�v�•�U�� ���o���À���š���� �š�Z����
�����µ�•�������v�����•�š�Œ���š���Z���������Z�����}�o�o���Œ�X�� 
�������/�v���:�µ�v�����}�(���î�ì�í�ñ���š�Z������-�í�ó�����o�o�]�r
���v������ �D�µ�•���µ�u�� �˜�� �Z���•�š�}�Œ���Ÿ�}�v��
�,���v�P���Œ�� �}�‰���v������ ���š�� �š�Z���� �Z�]�•�š�}�Œ�]����
�^���o���u���D���E���Œ�Ç�����]�Œ�.���o���X�����&�]�v���o�o�Ç�U��
�š�Z���� �>�������Ç�� �>�����Ç�� �Á���•�� �}�µ�š�� �}�(�� �š�Z����
�Á�����š�Z���Œ�X�� �� �d�Z���� �.�Œ�•�š�� �‰�Z���•���� �}�(��
�}�µ�Œ�� �^�&�o�]�P�Z�š�� �W�o���v�_�� �Á���•�� ���}�u�r
�‰�o���š���X�� �� �/�v�� �î�ì�í�ó�� �}�À���Œ�� �ó�ì�ì�ì�� �À�}�o�r
�µ�v�š�����Œ�� �Z�}�µ�Œ�•�� �Á���Œ���� �Œ�����}�Œ��������
���v�����í�ñ�U�ì�ì�ì���À�]�•�]�š�}�Œ�•���À�]���Á�������š�Z����
�Œ���•�š�}�Œ���Ÿ�}�v�� �}�(�� �š�Z���� �>�������Ç�� �>�����Ç�X����
���� �t�t�/�/�� �����µ�����Ÿ�}�v���o�� �����•�Ÿ�v���r
�Ÿ�}�v���‰�}�]�v�š���]�•�������À���o�}�‰�]�v�P���Á�]�š�Z������
�À�]�•�]�}�v���(�}�Œ�����Æ�‰���v�•�]�}�v�X�� 
�t�t�/�/�� �Á���•�� ���� �š�µ�Œ�v�]�v�P�� �‰�}�]�v�š�� �(�}�Œ��
���u���Œ�]�����X�� �/�š�� ���µ�o�Ÿ�À���š������ �š�Z����

The lowest air time. One of fewer than 10 

�^�'�Œ�����š���•�š�� �'���v���Œ���Ÿ�}�v�X�_�� ���}�Œ�r
�‰�}�Œ���Ÿ�}�v�•�U�� �(�����š�}�Œ�Ç�� �Á�}�Œ�l���Œ�•�U��
�Á�}�u���v�U�� ���Z�]�o���Œ���v�U�� ���À���Œ�Ç�}�v����
�‰�µ�o�o������ �š�}�P���š�Z���Œ�� �(�}�Œ�� ���� ���}�u�r
�u�}�v�� �����µ�•����-���(�}�Œ�� �š�Z���� �h�v�]�š������
�^�š���š���•�X�� 
���������d�Z���� �>�������Ç�� �>�����Ç�U�� ���� �t�}�Œ�o����
�t���Œ�� �/�/�� ��-�í�ó�'�� �Z�����À�Ç�� ���}�u�����Œ��
�Œ���‰�Œ���•���v�š�•�� ���o�o�� �š�Z�}�•���� �Á�Z�}��
�•���Œ�À���� �À���o�]���v�š�o�Ç�� �(�}�Œ�� �}�µ�Œ�� �(�Œ�����r
���}�u�X�� �� �t�]�š�Z�� ���}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�Ç�� ���v����
���}�Œ�‰�}�Œ���š���� �•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�U�� ��-�í�ó�� ���o�o�]�r
���v�������&�}�µ�v�����Ÿ�}�v�� �]�•���Œ���š�µ�Œ�v�]�v�P��
�š�Z���� �>�������Ç�� �>�����Ç�� �š�}�� �Z���Œ�� �G�Ç�]�v�P��
�P�o�}�Œ�Ç�X���� 
�����������]�Œ���Œ���L�� ���Œ���� �u�����v�š�� �š�}�� �G�Ç��
���v���� �š�Z�]�•�� �}�v���� �]�•�� �P�o�}�Œ�]�.������ ���Ç��
�š�Z���� �•�š�}�Œ�]���•�� �š�Z���š�� ���v���]�Œ���o���� �Z���Œ�X����
�^�Z���� �Á�]�o�o�� �G�Ç�� �š�}�� �,�}�v�}�Œ�� �š�Z����
���u���Œ�]�����v���^�‰�]�Œ�]�š�X������ 
����������-�í�ó�� ���o�o�]���v������ �]�•�� �.�•�����o�o�Ç��
�Œ���•�‰�}�v�•�]���o���X�� �� �K�v���� ���}�v���Ÿ�}�v��
���š�������Ÿ�u���U���}�v�����‰���Œ�š�����š�������Ÿ�u���U��
�}�v���� �•�š�}�Œ�Ç�� ���š�� ���� �Ÿ�u���U�� �Á���� �Á�]�o�o��
���µ�]�o�������v�������µ�����Ÿ�}�v���o�������•�Ÿ�v���r
�Ÿ�}�v�� �‰�}�]�v�š�X�� ���µ�Œ�Œ���v�š�o�Ç�� �o�}�����š������
�]�v�� �K�Œ���P�}�v�[�•�� �^�š���š���� �����‰�]�š���o�U�� ���š��
�š�Z���� �Z�]�•�š�}�Œ�]���� �^���o���u�� �D���E���Œ�Ç��
���]�Œ�.���o���X���� 
���������z�}�µ�������v���Z���o�‰�X�������}�v���š���U���i�}�]�v��
�}�µ�Œ�� �s�]���š�}�Œ�Ç�� ���o�µ���U�� �������}�u���� ����
�u���u�����Œ�U�� �À�}�o�µ�v�š�����Œ�U�� ���Œ�]�v�P��
�Ç�}�µ�Œ���(�Œ�]���v���•���(�}�Œ�������À�]�•�]�š�X�����,���o�‰��

�µ�•�� �]�v�•�‰�]�Œ���� �š�Z���� ���u���Œ�]�����v��
�•�‰�]�Œ�]�š���}�(���š�Z�����v���Æ�š���P���v���Œ���r
�Ÿ�}�v�X���� 
�,���o�‰���µ�•���Œ���À�]�À�����š�Z�������u���Œ�r
�]�����v���•�‰�]�Œ�]�š�U���}�v�����š�}�µ�Œ�����š������
�Ÿ�u���X�� 
 
 
�d���Œ�Œ�Ç���^���}�© 
��-�í�ó�����o�o�]���v������ 
���Æ�����µ�Ÿ�À�������]�Œ�����š�}�Œ�� 
 

 

Reviving the 

American Spirit 

One Tour at a 

time!  

�7�K�H���%�D�O�O���7�X�U�U�H�W���R�Q��
�H�[�K�L�E�L�W���L�Q���W�K�H���%-������
�$�O�O�L�D�Q�F�H���0�X�V�H�X�P������

�:�H���W�D�N�H���D�O�R�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H��
�7�U�D�Y�H�O�L�Q�J���(�[�K�L�E�L�W��

�7�U�D�L�O�H�U������ 

ONE in 2023.  He also purchased a 

microscopic camera that was rigged 

so that crew members could look 

inside of the spar and examine each 

tubular section.  That test discovered 

two small areas that will be evaluated 

by a structural engineer and submit-

ted to the FAA for proper repair.   

Now, each Rivet is being examined 

for corrosion.  The three photos 

above demonstrate the variety of 

Rivets used to construct the aircraft.  

Lee is examining Rivets in the photo 

with a flashlight,  (to the right). 

Once identified they are removed for 

replacement as shown in the photos 

below.   

Lee Nielson is a dedicated volunteer 

�&�U�H�Z���0�H�P�E�H�U�����K�H��oversaw the dis-

mantle of Wing ONE and is now the 

Project Manager.  Additional volun-

teers are needed to assist.  Lee and 

his team train new volunteers.   

This restoration will take many years.  

You canôt just go down to the local 

market and purchase parts.   Our 

target is 2035 for her maiden flight.  

That is an ambitious goal and will 

take approx. nine million dollars to 

accomplish.  Over a million has al-

ready been invested in the restora-

tion and establishment of the B-17 

Alliance Museum & Restoration 

Hangar.   

Establishing a ñRestoration Shopò 

was one of the first steps in the B-17 

Alliance ñFlight Plan.ò   A restoration 

to this magnitude takes precision 

and excellence.  Aviation quality 

tools and hardware are required to 

do the job.    

There have been many generous 

supporters who have donated some 

of  the necessary machinery to es-

tablish our ñRestoration Shopò, weld-

ing supplies, tool benches, tables, 

boxes, riveting guns and more.   

We would not be where we are today 

with out many generous supporters.  

Thank you! 

 With your help the Lacey Lady will 

fly again!      

 

Volunteers are Needed.  

Training is provided.   
 

Apply Tuesdays, Thursday & Saturdays.   

The late Art & Birdine 

Lacey  


